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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1 . Amended claims 1-44 remain for furtlier examination. 

The new grounds of rejection 

2. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-44 filed 
on November 29, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not deemed to be 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103(a) 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dunn et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,916,302) in view of Zhu et al (U.S. Patent No. 
7,069,298). 

5. As to claim 1, Dunn et al disclose a multipoint conferencing system for use 
in a computer network (see abstract; and figures 3-4 and 11), comprising: a 
conference server coupled to the network; a plurality of conference endpoints 
coupled to and distributed across the network; and a link manager (conference 
management) coupled to the network and configured to selectively assign the 
conference server for the conference endpoints, to communicate at least first 
control signals to the selectively assigned conference server to establish first 
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communication linl^s (PSTN linl<s) between the selectively assigned conference 
server and the conference endpolnts, and to communicate second control signals 
to the selectively assigned conference server to establish second communication 
links (modem links) between the selectively assigned conference server through 
which the conference endpolnts participating in a same multipoint conference 
communicate (figures 3-4 and 1 1 ; column 8 line 51 to column 9 line 48; and 
column 12 line 23 to column 14 line 61). 

However, Dunn et al do not explicitly disclose that multipoint conferencing 
system, comprising: a plurality of conference servers coupled to and distributed 
across the network; and a link manager configured to selectively assign a first 
conference server to a first conference endpoint and a second conference server 
to a second endpoint and communicate second control signals to the selectively 
assigned conference servers to establish second communication links among the 
selectively assigned conference servers through which the conference endpoints 
participating in a same multipoint conference communicate. 

Zhu et al explicitly disclose a multipoint conferencing system for use in a 
computer network (see abstract; and figures 2s, 3, and 14), comprising: a 
plurality of conference servers coupled to and distributed across the network; a 
plurality of conference endpoints coupled to and distributed across the network; 
and a link manager coupled to the network, wherein the link manager is 
configured to selectively assign a first conference server to a first conference 
endpoint and a second conference server to a second endpoint and 
communicate second control signals to the selectively assigned conference 
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servers to establish second communication linl^s among tine selectively assigned 
conference servers through which the conference endpoints participating in a 
same multipoint conference communicate (figures 2s, 3, and 14; column 3 line 35 
to column 5 line 9; column 5 lines 54-67; and column 1 1 line 66 to column 12 
line 15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Zhu et al stated above in the 
multipoint conferencing system of Dunn et al because it would have improved 
processing capacity of a multipoint conferencing system and increased the 
flexibility, reliability, and performance scalability of the network and the multipoint 
conferencing system. 

6. As to claims 2-3, Zhu et al disclose that at least one of the conference 
servers has a first interface that is behind a firewall and a second interface that is 
in front of the firewall; and a link manager is configured to automatically establish 
a first communication link between one of the first interface and the second 
interface and the conference endpoint according to at least in part a location of 
the conference endpoint relative to the firewall (figures 2s and 3; column 3 line 35 
to column 5 line 9; and column 9 lines 37-46). 

7. As to claim 4, Zhu et al disclose that the link manager is configured to 
automatically establish a second communication link between one of the first 
interface and the second interface and another one of the conference servers 
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according to at least in part a location of the second conference server relative to 
the firewall (figures 2s and 3; column 3 line 35 to column 5 line 9; and column 9 
lines 37-46). 

8. As to claim 5, Zhu et al disclose that the link manager is configured to 
detect at least an endpoint identification of the conference endpoints (figures 3 
and 4s; column 4 line 6 to column 5 Iine9; column 5 lines 54-67; and column 6 
Iine55 to column 8 line 3). 

9. As to claims 6-7, Zhu et al disclose that the link manager is configured to 
selectively assign the first and second conference servers to the first and second 
conference endpoints according to endpoint identifications of the conference 
endpoints; and link manager is configured to compare endpoint identifications to 
a plurality of pre-determined sets of endpoint identification values, wherein each 
set is associated with at least one of the plurality of conference servers (figures 3 
4s, and 14; column 4 line 6 to column 5 line 9; column 5 lines 54-67; column 6 
line 55 to column 8 line 3; and column 11 line 66 to column 12 line 15). 

1 0. As to claim 8 and 1 0, Zhu et al disclose that one set of the pre-determined 
endpoint identification values correspond to addresses of a first network, and 
wherein another set of pre-determined identification values correspond to 
addresses of a second network; and the endpoint identifications comprise IP 
addresses and wherein each set of endpoint identification values comprises a 
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pre-determined IP address range (figures Is; and column 1 line 60 to column 2 
line 18). 

11. As to claim 9, Zhu et al disclose that the first network and the second 
network are separated by a firewall (figure 2s; column 3 line 35 to column 4 line 
5; and column 9 lines 37-46). 

12. As to claim 1 1 , Dunn et al disclose that the endpoint identifications 
comprise E.I 64 addresses and wherein each set of endpoint identification values 
comprises a pre-determined E.I 64 prefix (column 8 line 51 to column 9 line 48). 

13. As to claims 1 2-1 9, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth 
to rejecting claims 1-1 1 above, since claims 12-19 does not teach or define any 
new limitations than above rejected claims 1-11. Additionally, Zhu et al disclose 
that the link manager select conference server for the conference endpoints in 
response to a request even if an end point identification of the endpoint is 
unknown to the system prior to receiving the request (figures 3 4s, and 14; 
column 4 line 6 to column 5 line 9; column 5 lines 54-67; column 6 line 55 to 
column 8 line 3; and column 11 line 66 to column 12 line 15). 

14. As to claims 20-25, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth 
to rejecting claims 1-12 above. Additionally, Dunn et al disclose a link manager 
coupled to the network, the link manager is configured to set up an impromptu 
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multipoint conference involving the conference endpoints without requiring prior 
knowledge of an endpoint identification of at least one of the conference (figure 
1 1 ; and column 1 4 lines 31 -61 ). 

1 5. As to claims 26-30, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth 
to rejecting claims 1-12 above, since claims 26-30 are merely the method of 
operations for the apparatus defined in the claims 1-12 and contain similar 
limitations rejected in the claims 1-12. Additionally, Zhu et al disclose that 
communicating a second control signal to a first conference server and the 
second conference server to establish a communication link between the 
conference servers through which data captured at the conference endpoint is 
sent to the participating endpoints (figures 2s, 3, and 14; column 3 line 35 to 
column 5 line 9; column 5 lines 54-67; and column 11 line 66 to column 12 
line 15). 

16. As to claims 31 -35, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth 
to rejecting claims 1-12 and 26 above, since claims 31-35 are merely the means 
plus functions for the apparatus defined in the claims 1-12 and 26 and contain 
similar limitations rejected in the claims 1-12 and 26. 

17. As to claims 36-44, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth 
to rejecting claims 1-1 1 above, since claims 36-44 are merely a computer 
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program product for the apparatus defined in the claims 1-1 1 and contain similar 
limitations rejected in the claims 1-11. 

Additional Reference 

1 8. The examiner as of general Interest cites the following reference, 
a. Slobodin et al, U.S. Patent No. 7,237,004. 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-44 filed 
on November 29, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not deemed to be 
persuasive for the claims 1-44 and moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

20. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered. The examiner has 
attempted to answer (response) to the remarks (arguments) in the body of the 
Office action. 

21 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection. 
Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M.P.E.P. § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
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action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Bharat Barot whose Telephone Number is 
(571) 272-3979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM. Most facsimile-transmitted patent application related 
correspondence is required to be sent to the Central FAX Number (571) 273- 
8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar , can be reached at (571) 272-4006. 



/Bharat N Barot/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2155 

February 20, 2008 



